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      Alfaôs Turn 100é Join our Birthday / Show / Drive / Lunch  

    In This Issue:  

Plan to  celebrate the belated Birthday of 

Alfa Romeo with NWARC  on August 14th.   

Of course, the primary focus will be what 

we enjoy most about the carsé the look, 

and the driving.   

Weôll start the day at 8 

AM at Rubyôs Diner at 

the Redmond Town Cen-

ter for breakfast.   

At 9 AM weôll display our cars at the RTC / European Exotics show. 

At 10 AM, we will head out for a pleasant drive on nice backroads coming back to a 

lunch at Brian Carter Cellars in Woodinville.   

Once at the Winery, weôll have options of wine and 

snacksé but youôll also have an option for a free lunch.  

To get your free lunch, RSVP to Sharon Crosetto at 

sharon.crosetto@verizon.net                                                             

or via phone at  425 223 1890.  

The club will provide Birthday Cake.   

* 100th Birthday éé...pg 1     

* Alfa at 100éééé... pg 2 

* Presidentôs Column...pg 5 

* Half Lap of Washéé.pg 6 

* July Meet Wrapupé. pg 7                                                                                      

* News / Lapping éé.pg 8 

* Membershipéé........pg 9 

* Kirkland Concours.. pg 10 

* Natôl Conventioné. pg 11 

* Vancouver BCéé....pg 15 

* PNW Historicséé.. pg 17 

* Classified Ads é.....pg 19 

* Calendarééé...é..pg 20 

    Next club events...                              
*  Club Picnic ééé.é. Aug 14 
*  PR Lapping Dayéé...Sept 1 
*  Club Meeting ééé..Sept 14 

*  Half Lap ééé....Sept 18- 20 
*  Brem Lappingééé.Sept 23 

Specialé            

2 Month Issue!  



 

 Celebrating Alfa at 100       by Donald Osborne                                      
Printed with permission of Keith Martin and SCM.   

8C 2900s were the McLaren F1s of their day, as at 

home on the racetrack as on the runway of the 
Concorso dôEleganza 

 

It would be difficult to find someone in the automotive world who 

would not agree that Alfa Romeo belongs to the small group of top -

rank marques.  

The roots of the company go back into the first decade of the last 

century ðamong the pioneers who moved automobiles from rare 

playthings of the wealthy to the center of modern life.  

During the past 100 years, Alfa has seen its fair share of the great 

crises that seem to regularly punctuate the corporate life of auto 

companies. No matter what one might think of the current steward-

ship of the brand under the big tent of mamma Fiat, Alfa ha sur-

vived, if not always thrived, on a constant identity.  

Alfa has always been the manufacturer that has looked to bring the 

excitement of competition to every drive ðand succeeded more of-

ten than not.  

Away from the race track ðfor now  

Like many companies which built their reputation in racing, Alfa has 

gone through some lengthy stretches away from the track. Weôre in 

one of those 

periods right now, and itôs due in no small part to the problem Fiat faces by having so 

much competitive racing history in the same company.  

That Ferrari must race is a no brainer. But, beyond that, who has the better sports car rac-

ing pedigree? Maserati or Alfa? How about rallying? Fiat or Lancia? Or Abarth? Weôll leave 

Chrysler out of the equation for now. Questions such as those mean you have marketing 

departments which refer obliquely to ñsporting heartsò and the like while selling (hopefully) 

sporty family cars.  

Alfaôs four eras 

Alfas can be divided nicely into four eras: Early, Pre -War,  

Post -War and Contemporary. For the sake of argument ï and when you get more than 

three of the óAlfistiô together, thereôs bound to be one ï these eras are roughly 1911 -1926, 

1927 -1939, 1946 -1985, and 1986 -  present.   
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Alfa at 100 contôd... 

Why those dates?  From the start up to 1926, the company felt its way between competition and fairly character - free big touring cars. With the 

1927 introduction of the 6C 1500, the blending of racing attributes into the touring cars settled into the classic Alfa patte rn,  and the greatest 

masterpieces of the marque then followed until the start of World War II.  

The post -war years, specifically the 1950s and 1960s, were Alfaôs second golden age. Things were once again a bit confused by the time of the 

Fiat takeover in 1986 ðdoes anyone remember the Alfa Romeo Arna? Iôll give you time to think about that question, as the answer will be forth-

coming in a bit.  

An Alfa enthusiastôs ñbucket listò 

There are few Alfas of any period that are not worth collecting, a good number which are great to own and more than a few whi ch are among 

the true blue -chip stars of the vintage car universe.  Why not start with those?  

Any true enthusiastôs ñbucket listò of must-haves has a 1931 ð33 6C 1750 Zagato Spider; a race -winning car in the hands of some o f the leg-

ends of motorsport. Even today you can take one to any vintage rally, race or concours dôelegance in the world. 

One could be the centerpiece of a collection of any size.  Price? If you have to aské but, things arenôt always what they seem. At auction, prices 

for 6C 1750s have averaged $1.1m.  

However, a somewhat visually challenged example, with a cabriolet body by Castagna, sold in late 2008 for a reasonable $343,0 00.  Find one 

such, or a rare surviving coupe or sedan, and youôre in the club. 

Equally wonderful, and even more expensive, are the 8C 2900 B Al-

fas. Only 38 were built, most wearing the most beautiful aerody-

namic bodies ever created by Carrozzeria Touring and Stabilimenti 

Farina. The McLaren F1 of their day, they were as at home on the 

racetrack as on the runway of the Concorso dôEleganza. These Alfas 

remain stars today.  Sorry, no entry - level options for this one, 

unless you want to consider the slightly less -  fabulous 6C 2300. 

Clothed by the same great coachbuilders, theyôre yours for a million 

and some less than an 8C 2900. Other Alfas of the 1920s and 1930s 

might not require that you mortgage your family ðand many of 

them will provide a terrific driving experience and be almost as wel-

come at events as are the stars.  

Following World War II, after treading water with some prewar de-

signs, came the Alfas which made the marqueôs modern reputation: 

the well - known Giulietta and Giulia. These, along with their big sis-

ter the 1900, were the cars that turned Alfa Romeo into a real vol-

ume manufacturer, only 50 years after the company began.  

Every Giulietta/Giulia is a blast to drive, even the now - rare quirky 

sedan, or berlina. From the most expensive, the Mille Miglia eligible, 

early Giulietta Sprint Veloce at well over $100k to the single -carb 

1300 berlina in the low $20ks and various Spider Veloces, Normales 
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Alfa at 100 contôd 

and Sprints in between, thereôs one for every taste and pocket. 

The blue chips in this period are the sports racing cars. The Zagato -bodied SZ and TZ were racing champions in period and remain  hot rides in 

vintage competition today. The Trans -Am made the reputation of the GTA and its variants. Despite the fact that a 2 - liter GTV bou ght for barely 

$10k from a breakerôs yard and built up into a racer will show its taillights to your six-figure, original GTA, connoisseurs sti ll look for the real 

deal.  

Among contemporary offerings, the final version of the evergreen Spider, updated by Pininfarina in 1990 and produced until 19 93,  can be a reli-

able everyday classic. Once just another used car, prices for the best examples have actually risen during the past few years  and stand in the 

low teens to the low twenties for the best, low mileage examples.  

An Alfa worth waiting for  

In a few years, as DOT and EPA statute -of - limitations kick in, we here in the United States will be able to import the love - it -orhate -  it late 1980s 

SZ, also known as the ES30. A brutal but stunning -  looking sports car from Zagato, it delivers a terrific driving experience thr ough the shortened 

Milano (75 in Europe) sedan rear -wheel -drive platform, including the superb 3.0 liter V -6.  I know Iôve got the day marked on my calendar.  

While waiting, the knowledgeable have discovered the joys of the late 164 S sedan. With clean, elegant Pininfarina lines anda n e qually clean and 

elegant, though indecipherable dashboard, the sporting variant of Alfaôs big sedan makes it hard to see how the company got it s o wrong here at 

the very end.  

Thereôs no comfort in recalling that the United States importer was an outfit called ARDONA, which was a joint venture with Chry sleré. As fewer 

good examples of the 164 survive, those that do are more highly prized.  

Itôs not clear if the 8C Competizione will become a classic, as it takes the verdict of time. Certainly at this point, the now o ut -of -production 

Coupe and current Spider are expensive used cars in the secondary market. They have impressive performance and advanced specs  -  including 

a lovely Pininfarina -designed all carbon fiber body. Itôs also true 

that they frankly have less connection to any mass -production 

Alfa than did the extravagant and ultra - rare 33 Stradale of the 

late 1960s, from which they draw inspiration.  

Whether the now mythic return of Alfa to the United States ever 

happens, itôs a sure bet that the marque will remain high in the 

esteem of both hard - core and casual car enthusiasts.  

I mentioned the Arna a few paragraphs back. What was it?  

The result of one of Alfaôs rare missteps, the car was a joint ven-

ture with Nissan which saw the Italians building a version of the 

Nissan Cherry (Pulsar in the United States). With all the draw-

backs of early 1980s Japanese body engineering and angry Ital-

ian labor union -  built mechanicals, it was mercifully short - lived.  

Looking past such anomalies, Alfa Romeo has, and continues to, 

produce cars with an unmistakable aura and driving experience 

accessible to an incredibly wide range of lucky owners.Å 

Thanks to Keith Martin, Donald Osborne, and Sports Car Market!  
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Presidentôs Column                                 By Harry Reed  

War Birds Off The Ground  
Nice turn out for our May 15 monthly meeting, at the FLYING HERITAGE MUSEUM, which is lo-

cated at Paine field. We had an excellent tour guide who entertained us with great stories and 

informed us that all the aircraft were maintained in an airworthy condition.  

Two of the aircraft did fly the day of our tour. There is a flight schedule for the rest of the year, 

where two different aircraft will fly on a given Saturday, all flights are at noon.  

I just completed a 1,638 mile drive in ALDO; it was one of the best four day drives that I have 

ever experienced. There were great roads with breath tasking scenery. I started my Idaho morn-

ing tour with the original LEWISTON GRADE, what a breath taking drive there was no traffic at 

630 AM. The weather was clear and yes the top was down. I preceded Southeast in Idaho on RT -  

95 to a spot in the road called Culoesac just opposite the Culoesac turn off  is the OLD WIN-

CHESTER GRADE, 8 miles of hairpin, switchbacks and just plain great curves. It was up to the 

top and then back down. By the time I was back to RT -95 I already knew I was going to turn 

around and do it again. Do the math that is 32 miles of constant super curves. From here I pro-

ceeded to OLD WHITE BIRD SUMMIT, another great excursion. It was time to make my way 

South to McCall, as I still had a long drive to reach Stanley ID in the Sawtooth Mountain Range.  

By the time I reached McCall it had started to snow, so that meant stopping to put the top up, yes it was cold. Snow flurries  and rain the rest of the after-

noon. I reached Stanley about 4:30 PM found a nice log cabin to stay in. I awoke at 3:30m AM and decided to make breakfast an d h it the road as I had a 

500 mile drive ahead of me. Packed up my stuff and opened the cabin door, to find ALDO buried in snow. About 4 1/2 inches of the  white stuff. It took me 

more than an hour to cover the first twenty miles, then the road was clear of snow. Needless to say there was no traffic that  ti me of the morning. I man-

aged to avoid some big horn sheep, some cattle on the open range and flock of wild turkeys. Outside of all that, the morning was  uneventful! Had snow 

flurries and rain on an off in Montana and them back into Idaho. The roads were clear for the most part, on the way back to V iol a ID. Would I do it again, 

you bet, I think I will look for a fall date the next time. Aldo ran fine and got plenty of exercise.  

As I pen this Column, Memorial Day is upon us once again, itôs time to remember and give thanks to all the young men and women w ho have gone before 

us, so that we may live free to pursue our passions.  

There is a lot going on in the Alfa world, consult your INIEZIONE.  

See you on one of the GREAT NORTHWEST BACKROADS.  

 

Ciao,   Harry 

Pasta Nova  

17310 140th Ave NE  
Woodinville, WA 98072  

(425) 483 - 3716  
 

www.pastanovaitaliano.com  


