The newsletter of the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club

We had a AWESOME event today!!!! (Early March) | am al-
ways so proud of how professional our club is and how dedi-
cated we are to the sport. For all of you that were there, THANK
Youllll You all worked so very hard at your various duties
throughout the day. | know the 12 hour day that many of us
put in was much appreciated by our students. | am already get-
ting "thank you" emails from them.

We had about 43 paying students which is one of our largest
schools we have ever put on that | can remember in the past 10
years | have been doing this. We even had a few drive down
from Canada. The weather was in our favor again. We had a
little bit of wet track but for most of the day it was dry. It was
cold and windy and sunny and you know, Bremerton. The Italian lunch was a big hit. We had some really cool, FAST cars. | was
so impressed by how much the students improved during the day. We have approved all that ran today to be eligible to run at
Pacific Raceways. What | really like the most was seeing young Vincent on the track and doing
very well for his first time and behind the wheel of his dads RX7 race car. We had a few "offs"
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and a few spins but nothing major. Thanks Chris Benny, for bringing out the only "Alfa".

Thank you Track Master, Greg Miller. Your attention to detail and organizational skills helped
made this day such a success. The schedule you put together was genius. We ran on schedule all
day, the students had plenty of track time and the instructors got to play some. | know the stu-
dents who got to go for rides with the instructors will never forget this day. | saw lots of grins.

Thanks Tina C. You are a gem. Helping me all morning in registration, then taking over for me in
the afternoon so | could run pre grid was much appreciated. Thanks for watching the pup also :).
Chris M., | had a great time being your partner today in running the track part of the day. It
was fun. Running pre grid, | got to "feel" the power of some of the cars as they took off. Very
cooLm

Thanks to Pete Bristow for sharing and teaching his knowledge and skill to so many who wanted
the "heel and toe" training.

A couple weeks until Pacific Raceways!!!! Are we ready??? Vroom Vroom

Kathleen
NWARC Track Event Register and Corsa Administrator  (Photos by Tracey Kingstone)




Carb Connection Draws a Good Crowd!

News flash! Alfaholics visit Carb Connection.
Drive through attempt thwarted.

Dyno -might! No one exploded, only one minor mess, and it was a
mi ghty Dynamometer. We didnot
65hp (7006s Datsun) to 237hp
didnét tax it (it wasndét running ¢
middle there. There was a Spider, a GTV, a Gulietta Spider, two GTV6s
(Merril Gordonés at 157hp and mi
at 198hp. We were all terribly
Ron, canét you buy just 2hp more
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Several more people were there to watch, but most of the cars that
came, ran. As it was, the GTV6 contingent was largest at 2 Come on
folks, | know you are curious. Try it!

Even knowing that Carb Connection was a favorite of the local perform-
ance and racer crowd to check their cars, | had mixed feelings about
bringing my car in to test. Since the place is only a couple of miles
from home, however, | would have felt foolish for not going. Next
guestion was which car? The GTV6 has 168k miles on it, and although
it feels pretty solid, it is worn. The 164L had the motor rebuilt a couple
of years ago and some performance camshafts put in, but it has some
access issues (broken door handle) and is currently stuck in the garage
with a door panel off. So, the GTV6 won this time.

So, off | go to the official NWARC meeting at 10am on a Saturday. |
arrived before any cars had been through the mill. Merril went through
first, and after watching the run with his 3.0L GTV6, my worry was that
the machine wouldndédt pick up my
results). | watched several other cars go through before deciding to
run mine through.
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So, | drove into the shop and up on the rollers and waited for the car to
be tied down (wouldnét want it to
messy). The way they do this test is to have you run the car up

through the gearsto 4 ™, and then on a signal from the operator, floor it
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and run to redline. At redline, let off the accelerator, push in the
clutch, drop out of gear and let the dyno take it to zero again.

So, | started (and briefly forgot the E -brake was on, oops), ran through
i the gearowitthreny a crunch upttdd a "t amdngashedatife accelerator to

reashow ahgrAaphads hp,theegromuptfuirte,i mandh
much of a chance to look, though, as they had me do it again. Since
th@0kpy, haddoRoowmveEeahkanhsedlad BbSI ,

at WO

sutcwere $80hg and h30Ib h eft. over f 1 ow | i d) !

I had heard that the Alfa V6 had a flat torque curve, but | had no direct
evidence until | saw my own results. The print -out of the last two runs
showed my torque at a steady 130Ib -ft from about 2500rpm to
5500rpm. That is just what you need to get out of a corner fast. No
wonder the Alfa V66s are so much fun a
By Randy Rumley

When | received the
last Iniezione, | was
fired up to hear
about the next club
meeting at the Carb
Connection in Kirk-
land. Since | am
not a race car tuner,
gust soméope who
can get a car run-
ning and keep it
running, | had some
guestions about the
€ S C & Runirg Ashets &f MyPrebtiBahd stightiPiddiiflell 1680%c engine.

| have an aftermarket distributor (Centerline Autoparts) and carb (2 bbl

Weber). | was ultimately hoping to get the horsepower rating of my
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Carb Connection continued...

engine and some advice. What | got was the answer to my question.

Having driven with this configuration for a number of years, there
have been some problems in the
been able to iron out, such as a
above 50 mph. The cars engine has this little thing it does, driving
along with a steady throttl e,

now | know why.

car 6s
high

With my car strapped down on the test bed and running up the gears
to 4th, | was told to floor it.
just a stock 1600 after all (many of the other 8 cars on the dyno
roared). The engine revved up to near redline, lots of thunder and
fury coming out the exhaust (typical Alfa sounds being produced). |
did the test again and was done.
answer to my question.

The answer was on my test runs print out. Turns out the fuel/air ratio
above 4000 rpm was lean! Below 4000 rpm it was only slightly rich.
After all these years, | thought my car was slightly over jetted and

ran rich. Well, | was right AND wrong. The engine hesitation above
4000 rpm was the | ean mixture causi
stand this is a serious problem, a lean engine at high speeds can burn
up all that hard work and money
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The answer, of course, is to re -jet the carb (which I
easy on the Weber). Soéguess who get
nection. An hour or twos labor to fix the lean upper end will be worth
it, for piece of mind, as well as the extra 10 horsepower | will get. A
couple of hundred bucks for 10
LOTS more money to get 10 HP! All told, | think, only 1 Alfa had eve-
rything tuned correctly.

HP,

| had a great time at this Meeting/Business Tour; to all of you who

didndét goénot only was it instructive
for all of us! Time to get to the next meeting, all you Alfisti!

By Barry Constant
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This is always a great
event, but this year will
be even better with Alfa
Romeo as the featured
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The Ultimate Compliment

This past Wednesday | was filling up the tank on ALDO the spider, when a gentlemen from the next pump came over and said to m
looking car. We talked about the Spider for a few minutes and he left to finish gassing his car. A few minutes later he retur

e, what a great
nedand said t

know Jay Leno would kil for that caro. Not sure he was right, but 1t sure

The reason | was filling up my Alfa was it was Friday the 19 ™ one of our 60 degree days this past month. | drove over Stevens Pass to Leaven-

worth for lunch. What a great top down drive. It was a little cool going over the Mountain at 10am but with the heater on it

the upper East parking lot of the ski resort which was covered with ice. There were only a few cars in the lot. | had a teena
few seconds, then thought better of doing a few donuts on the ice and headed east over the mountain. | had a great lunch, the
roads on the way home. It was really nice to get out and drive again.

On March, 13th we had a good outing at the Carb Connection in Kirkland. We ran 9 cars on the DYNO. | was watching the facial
car owners as they approached red line on their TAC, lots of big smiles and maybe one or two grimaces. Most of us went out fo
conclusion of our after DYNO club meeting. Thanks Merril Gordon for setting up a great event.

| have watched the Hydroplanes from afar on Lake Washington, but at our next Club

meeting | and all attendees may check out the big boats wup
the AHydropl ane and Race Boat MuseumoO0, see details on page
Our CORSA TEAM has put together two driving school events so far this season.

Both events were sold out. This means that there are about 80 more drivers on the

road that have increased their driving skills. Thanks Team Corsa.

April is a busy event month check your INIEZIONE calendar, Hope to see you at the

different Events. Try to help out at the April, 22 PR Lapping day. We will save a free
lunch for you. Ciao, Harry
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