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NWARC Starts 2011 with Sun, Friends, & Alfas

Seeing a gathering of over 40 people with over 15

Alfa Romeos, including a Junior Z, and 2 Giulietta
Sprints, and perfect crisp s
got a great recipe for starting a new year.

The New Year 6Boothal Qrivesstarted at a
Starbucks halfway between Seattle and Everett. The
Starbucks was crowded with familiar faces and a few
newbies as well. The day was cold with ice and snow
in the parking lot and on the edges of the road. |
looked at the thin street tires on some of the older
Alfas and thought how tricky they would be on icy
roads. Luckily, we were warm drinking our coffees

and discussing the rules of the dayé dondét get |l ost, enjoy

We headed out by 9:10 AM going eastward and dropping into the Snohomish Valley. The sun made for great
views as we dropped down the ridge, and through the valley floor before crossing the river and driving down antique row in do wnt own Snoho-
mish.

Next we headed north following the Pilchuck River through the Machias area. Eventually, we had to swing back over to Hwy 9 a nd then ramble
into the town of Arlington before using Hwy 530 to get us back to | -5 Northbound for a run to the Skagit Valley and Mount Our last portion of

the drive enjoyed the Skagit Flats region passing through the tiny towns of Bow and Edison. (The area is the boyhood home of Edward R. Mur-
row, the famous journalist.) The road is flat and follows past fields that have either crops or rare birds. At one point, w e p assed a gathering of

naturalists and photographers capturing a flock of birds resting in a spot of water without an ice covering.
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Our whole drive
was around 100
miles long going
through Snoho-
mish, Skagit,
and parts of
Whatcom coun-
ties, ending at
Vintage Customs
in the Burlington
area. We ar-
rived exactly on
schedule for a
royal feast. Our
hosts, Daron &
Cyndi Walker, Wes & Rita Ingram, and Herb Sanborn had a
huge amount a food and drink for the hungry Alfisti. They had
great tomales, turkey, potato and macaroni salads, and a ton
of food. They provided cake for dessert that was decorated
for NWARC and the New Years Day!

The visit also gave us a great chance to see a humber of Alfa
Romeos in differing states being saved from what would most certainly
be a rusty death behind a barn or in a scrap yard. From Giuliettas,
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GTVs, Giulia Supers, to a
great life ahead of them. They also gave away

a number of Door Prizes that Fred Schuedde-

kopp from Autostrada had gathered from a va-

riety of sources. Some people won Alfa key

fobs, others won gift certificates, or hats! With

mild arm twisting, Wes opened up his place and

gave a great tour and education of the magic

that is Ingram Enterprises.

We ended the day with a great sunset as peo-
ple found their own way home. These tours
remind us of how fortunate we are to be sur-
rounded by great friends, windy scenic roads,
and incredible talents like Daron, Wes, Herb,
and Fred S. that help make owning an Alfa as
rewarding as possible.




