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Holiday Gala WrapUp  

    In This Issue:  

Once again, the club celebrated the end of the year with a great Holiday Gala on December 4th.  With Eric and 

Gwen Hawleyôs Alfa 8C plus Gordy Hydeôs Jr. Zagato parked right by the entry, we were welcomed to a great holi-

day party at McCormick & Schmicks on Lake Union.  Jessica Hyde was the primary person behind the planning 

and efforts for this event.  Based on the many very happy people and numerous nice comments, she did a great 

job.  Thanks Jessica!  

Though many attendees were the regulars we love to see, it was also great to see a number of people there for 

the first  time.  As Iôve said before, our shared passion for Alfa Romeo may bring us together, but the best part is 

the relationships between members.    The room was filled with people smiling, talking, drinking, laughing, and 

watching a few of the lighted Christmas ships pass by the windows.   They only quieted down a little when the 

food started being served.   

The auction table had many great items, among them a very generous opportunity to 

drive the Hawleyôs 8cCompetizione.  Paul and Kristy Affolter are rumored to have won 
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Holiday Gala WrapUp Contôd 

that item.  Congrats!  In all, 

the auction raised $2000 

which went entirely to Seat-

tleôs Childrenôs Hospital.   

I presented a Year In Review 

slide show, Kathleen Bouti-

ette gave us an update on 

the 2010 track events as 

well as a quick view on the 

2011 season, and we intro-

duced Merril Gordon as our 

new club President!  We 

closed the evening with  

Merril, our last years winner, presenting the Lorna Moore, Alfisti of the 

Year ward to Pete Bristow.   

The event went very well and many people had a great time.  It was a 

nice way to close out the 2010 year!    
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January Club Meeting                     Jan 11  

We havenôt had a club meeting for two months... Now we can fix that!   
Our January meeting will be on Tuesday, January 11th at the Seattle Public 
Library in Magnolia neighborhood.  This will be a chance to get the year 
started off in the right direction.  If you are part of the track events, drives, 
parties, this is a chance to have a say in how we start 2010.      
 

When:    Jan 11th  6:30 PM  -   8 PM  

Where:  Seattle Public Library ðMagnolia  

  2801 34th Ave West  Seattle 98199  

 

Directions from I -5é  Take exit 169 to 45th St.  

¶ Head West on 45th St.   Stay on the main arterial for 3 miles.       

(Turns into N. 46th St. and then N.W. Market St.).  

¶ Turn left on 15th Ave. W. and cross the Ballard Bridge.  

¶ Take Dravus exit off 15th Ave. W. (2nd exit after the bridge).  

¶ Turn right on Dravus St. and go about 1 mile.  

¶ Turn left on 30th Ave. W. and go 1 block.  

¶ Turn right on W. Barrett St. and go 3 blocks.  

¶ Turn left on 34 Ave. W. and go 1 block to W. Armour St.  

¶ The branch is on the right.  

 Club Liaisons  Board Members   

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  

Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  
 

Society of Vintage Racing  

Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  

Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  
 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  

Dan Sommers (503) 274 0064  
 

www.nwalfaclub.com  
 

The Iniezione is the monthly newsletter of 

the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club, a non -

profit organization of Alfa Romeo enthusi-

asts. NWARC is a regional chapter of the 

national Alfa Romeo Owners Club (AROC). 

Chapter meetings are usually held the   

second Tuesday of every month except  

December.   Membership dues are $63 per 

year, which includes subscriptions to the 

Iniezione and the national publication, Alfa 

Owner. For information about joining the 

club, contact the membership director, 

whose name appears right over there.  
 

Opinions expressed in the Iniezione are 

those of the author and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the club.  Publication of  

articles describing technical procedures 

does not constitute an endorsement by the 

club, its officers, or AROC. It is the respon-

sibility of the person performing any proce-

dure to accept all consequences of his or 

her actions.  
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wing@nwlink.com                                                                             



 

 
Presidentôs Column        by Merril Gordon 

What Alfa Romeo Should Build?  

So, FIAT/Alfa Romeo is re -entering the US market.  My f irst thought to FIAT, ñIf you have any issues with reliabil-

ity, don't bother coming back as the competition here will kill you.ò  People will not tolerate being put out any-

more.  Get this right first or you will be laughed back to Europe with your pockets empty and cars you can't give 

away.  

Greetings from your new NWARC President.  I thought I'd start my first column with serious advice to FIAT, and 

Alfa Romeo specifically, about returning to the US.  My qualifications? Car guy extraordinaire and I have this plat-

form.  So here goes, straight up and no pulled punches.  

Now Alfa Romeo, just what are you trying to sell us?  FWD/AWD tarted up versions of Fiats?  Really?  Anyone remember the Cima rro n back 

when Cadillac was only a marketing department?  Is Alfa any more than that these days?  I am not even a little bit impressed.  Now maybe the 

MiTo has potential.  But it had better be better and more interesting than the Mini or they will gather cobwebs at the dealer shi p.  Alfa Romeo 

needs to sell better cars if they want to make it here in the US.  

So, what is poor FIAT to do?  First of all, know your competition.   Must be the Mini, Mazda 3 and Audi A3/4/6 whatever . . . .   Well maybe, yes, 

but add the prime target, your old competition whom you abandoned after the GTV6/Milano, and that of course is BMW.  Then kno w h ow to beat 

them at this game.  

A couple of years ago I was at the Seattle car show and saw this white 3 -series 4 -door, automatic.  My thought was ñHad BMW started making 

appliances?ò  Honestly, I think BMW lost its soul with that car.  Hereôs my opinion; ñIf the neighborhood mommy shopper, oops excuse me, if a 

suburban mother doesnôt have to compromise to own a BMW 3-series, then the door has been left wide open for Alfa Romeo to take a dvantage.ò  

Here's why, and the Mini shows the way; if nothing is asked of the owner then there is no commitment by the owner to the car.   It becomes a 

tool, an appliance, something to be used up  and thrown away.   Vast numbers of Mini drivers own their cars because of its personality.  They 

have made compromises (small, expensive, limited dealership) to own such an interesting  car.  The willingness of customers to make certain 

sacrifices shouts of opportunity for our marque.  If a customer truly desires an appliance, maybe they should consider a Fiat .  Alfa Romeo needs 

to offer a better alternative.   

But Alfa Romeo has always been known to make interesting cars!  The Brera looks great and the other modern cars have their st ren gths as well.  

I see Alfa Romeo can get it right with styling, but I'm talking a different kind of interesting.  I call it fun factor .  Something of limited quantity in 

a front wheel drive car and of zero quantity with AWD!  The current GTA is a nose heavy front wheel driver that constantly ov erp owers the front 

tires exhibiting terminal torque steer that immediately plows wide every time one put their foot into the throttle.  One vers ion  of the Brera has 

all wheel drive, weighs nearly 4000 lbs, and wallows like a lorry in the corners.  No fun factor here and certainly not inspi rin g.  

If Alfa Romeo really wants to capture the hearts and wallets of drivers they need to do something else.  They need to offer a car that competes 

against the chosen competitors but provides something unique.  Give the customer a reason to want an Alfa Romeo.  That means a h igh fun fac-

tor which translates to no front wheel drive!   And No AWD!   With the exception of the MiTo -  Mini/Audi A 2 competitor, build rear wheel drive cars 

exclusively.  Build cars that when you step out of it after a drive you can't stop smiling, you can't help but scream "WOW, W her e have you been 

all these years Alfa Romeo!ò  This is how Alfa can beat the competition. 

But Fiat will say FWD cars are cheaper to build, and cost savings can be had by sharing platforms.  And the company lost mone y o n every Mi-

lano/75 produced.  Did I ask for excuses?  Did the customer?  Does it take me to tell Fiat to engineer in design and producti on efficiencies to 

keep costs in check?  If you have to platform share then share with Maserati.  It boils down to this, counter the competition  wi th better and 

unique products or you'll be another has -been... again.  
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The newsletter of the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club  

 News For Alfistié  

ete Bristow is awarded the Lorna Moore Alfisti of the Year award from NWARC.  See more on the page below.   

 

New Years Day Anti - Football Drive is all set to provide a great day for Alfisti and NWARC.  Se the full article on page 6.  

 

Save the ñDateòé Our annual NWARC Karting Enduro is set for mid day on Feb 12th.   This is always a ton of fun and well worth being part of the 

great day.  It will soon be listed on Motorsportsreg.com so start working 

on forming your team now!  Read page 7 for more info.  

 

As you read this, the new Giuliettas are being launched at New Years 

celebrations in Australia.  The Alfas are available in Red, White, Black, or 

Silver.   Earlier, the Giulietta secured first place in the coveted 'Auto Eu-

ropa 2011' awards, beating a pack of 40 models that included the Volvo 

S60 and the BMW 5 -Series.   The 'Auto Europa' is awarded to the Euro-

pean vehicle that is determined to be the most favorable mix for buyers in 

terms of technology, price and aesthetics.   Also, in the latest round of 

Euro NCAP test results the Giulietta emerged as the safest compact car 

EVER tested, with an overall score of 87/100 and a five -star rating.  

Alfa is aiming for a popular car that marketed with a combination of style, 

performance, safety and value for money.   

This year, the award was presented to a long time member and avid track instructor, Pete Bristow.  Pete has been 

a great resource for many members over the years, plus he brings a ton of talent and enthusiasm for driving at 

the club track and karting events.    

When Pete sits next to you as a driving instructor, he shares his wealth of knowledge.  A sample of  his driving 

background isé Motocross in late '70s. Full autocross seasons from 1982 to 1985, 1987, 1988. Raced Go Karts 

with IKF in 1986 season ï He was region 6 champion and took third at the nationals in class.  Raced SCCA Pro 

Rally in 1989, 1990, 1991.  Was seeded up to class 2 driver after first rally.  Participated in lapping days from 

1986 to present including instructing for AROC, BMWCCA, PCA, and Quattro clubs, starting in early '90s with AROC 

and 1996 with BMWCCA.  Pete has been a crew member on several teams for road race, motocross, pro rally and 

Formula TR (Tatus/ Renault) road race teams and crew chief on a Pro Rally team.  Raced a Pro 3 BMW 325is in 

2001 at a couple races to get my license to co -drive in the 6 hr Portland Enduro.  

Alfisti of the Year Award!   



 

 
January 1st              Anti Football Drive  

The forecast is for good weather so we are plan-

ning our annual January 1st Anti Football Drive.  

Weôll head up north on back roads enjoying the 

best of Western Washington, ending up at noon 

at Vintage Customs & Ingram Enterprises in Bur-

lington.  Both shops are planning to host us with 

the help of Fred Schueddekopp from Autostrada.  

They are giving us lunch, a gathering of friends, 

and give -a-ways after a nice drive!   

When: January 1st, 9 AM start  

Where: Starbucks at 1330 164th Street SW in 

Lynnwood 98037   

(1 block East of I -5, off Exit 183 just North of Al-

derwood Mall.)  

Weôll meet at the Starbucks between 8:30 and 9:00 

AM so we can head out for our drive.  Please start 

with enough gas to drive over 100 miles.  Though a 

long shot, if the weather turns horrible, weôll have 

to cancel.  Letôs plan for a good event and plenty of 

good people and even a few Alfa Romeos.  

If you cannot join us for the drive, you can meet us 

at our lunch stop at Vintage Customs  11735 Water 

Tank Road, Burlington, WA  98233.  After lunch, we 

may have the options to tour both of the other 

great shops of our hostsé Ingram Enterprises  

15613 Peterson Road, Ste #C, Burlington, and 

Autostrada 2900 T Ave. Unit C, Anacortes.   

Call Fred Russell if you have questions!               

425 308 6621  

The newsletter of the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club  

Vintage Customs  

   Ingram Enterprises  

Autostrada  

Starbucks  


